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t its May general
membership meeting
attended by almost

100 faculty members (close to
50% of the total faculty), the
WCCFT passed a resolution
calling upon the administra-
tion of WCC to assert its com-
mitment to an inclusive defi-
nition of academic freedom
giving faculty broad discre-
tion in matters of teaching
and grading students.

The discussion on aca-
demic freedom opened with
a brief review of guidelines
set up by the American As-
sociation of University Pro-
fessors and federal case law
by Union president, Anne
D’Orazio. Richard Rosell,
Vice-President and head of
the Grievance Committee,
then outlined the steps and
hearings that led up to the
decision of the Tripartite
Committee on the issue of a
student’s grade in the Nurs-
ing Curriculum.

Following his presenta-
tion, Eileen Karlik, Chair, and
Lynette DeBellis and Judy
Lowin, nursing faculty, com-

mented on the practices of
the department in regard to
crafting and grading multiple
choice questions on exams.
Together, they explained first
that it was their goal to cre-
ate questions which drew on
the entire body of knowledge
acquired in the nursing pro-
gram and which required the
kind of critical thinking es-
sential to real life problems in
health care. Secondly, they
acknowledged that occasion-
ally a question had to be elimi-
nated because of ambiguity.
And finally, they listed the
years of teaching and clini-
cal experience as well as de-
gree credentials they brought
to their jobs.

Richard Putnam, a member
of the WCCFT Executive
Committee, introduced a reso-
lution drafted by the Union
leadership. The debate lasted
half an hour and covered
many aspects of the resolu-
tion. Some members present
expressed concern about be-
ing locked into the AAUP
definition without research-
ing alternate college policies,
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while others spoke in favor
of the definition and the need
to support academic freedom
and grading rights of faculty.
A motion to table was de-
feated.

In the end, the members
present passed the resolution
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by an overwhelming margin
with a minor change in word-
ing and also urged the re-
structuring of the Tripartite
Committee to clarify its pro-
cedures and standards of re-
view.
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